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DISCOURSE: 
4 CONCERNING 
*PERSECU TION, 
"4 


1 WHEREIN. 


The Grounds upon which Chriſtians afflict and 
grieve, and bereave each other of Life, for 
their different Opinions in Matters of Reli- 
gion, are examined, | 


K H A T Mankind have various arid different Opinions, 
| with Re to a Variety of Subjects, is abundantly - 
N evident from Experience; but that ſuch Difference in 
Sentiments becomes the Ground and Foundation for Reſentment is, 
I think, peculiar to the Subject of Religion. If Men differ evet 
ſo much in, their Judgments, with Regard to this or that or the 
dther Science, no Perſecution follows; but if Chriſtians. have 
happened to differ from each other in their Religious Principles, 
heir Paſfons have been alarm'd, their Reſentment has been rais'd, 
nd they have been too often 1 to Surf and injure, and ſome- 
Times to d:firoy one another. And. AS 
er troy ene A Tho 


* 4 


tions, whoſe Evidence ariſes from the Natare of Things, cannot 


A Diſcourſe concerning Perſtcution. | 
Tho' the 2 Party, in their Remonſtrances with theif 
Afflictors, have urge 


| 


the Unchriftianlintfs and the Unmailine/s of 7 uch 
ſuch a Procedure, and the Unreaſonableneſs of that Burden which Nati 


their Fellow-Chriſtians hive laid upon them; yet this has prov'a the B 
inſufficient to obtain them Relief. Yea, that which is moſt ſur- 
prizing is, that thoſe very Sufferers, when they have gotten the 
Reigns of Government into their own Hands, have turned Perſe- 
cutars, and have rejected thoſe Arguments againſt Perſecution, *® 
which themſelves had urged in their ſuffering State. "This having figur: 
ſometimes been the Caſe, I thought it might not be amiſs to en- * 
ter into the Queſtion, by examining the Grounds upon which the 
Chriſtians afflict and grieve one another, for their different Appre-ſ 
henſions in Matters of Religion. | | Py 

In order to which I Obſerve, that Chrifian Truths, or Principles, 
conſidered as ſuch, are thoſe, and only thoſe, which ariſe from, 
and are founded upon the Chriſtian Revelation. Thoſe Propoſi- 


ſtrictly and properly be called Chiiſtian, tho” owned by Chriſtians, 
and tho* contained in the Chriſtan Revelation, becauſe their Tratb 
and Certainty, and the Evidence by which they are proved to be 
ſo, ate the fame, whether Chriſtianity and the Chriſtian Revelation lib! 
have any Being, or not. So that Chriſtian Truths or Principles, 
donſidered as ſuch, are thoſe only whoſe Credibility ariſes from, mt 
and is founded on the Chriſtian Rewelation; that is to ſay, is dn 


founded on the Bible: and conſequently it is the Bible only which Su 
is the Rule of Truth, in the preſent Caſe. Again, = 

I objerwe farther, that as the Bible is the Rule of Truth, with OL 
regard to the Point in Hand; fo this Qualification, wiz. its being #0 
conſiſtent with the Nature and the 9ruth of Things is abſolutely ne- -; 


ceſlary to render it capable of being ſuch a Rule. For if there are 
any Propelithing in the Bible, which when rightly underſtood are 8 


Caſe, then there could not any Thing be fairly concluded from tbe 
"ok and therefore it would, juſtly be excluded from being the 
ule cf Truth in any Point Whatever. mY 2 
If it ſhould be ſaid, that we have the Uſe and Exerciſe of our 
Ungerftandings, by which we diſcern and judge, whether the Pro- 
Foſition laid down be true, or not; ; then I ſay, that in 22 4 

OR . g "0 a 1 


plainly repugnant to the Nature or Truth of Things, all ſuch Pro- © 
poſitiens muſt be allowed to be falſe. And if the Bible lays down 10 
a falſe Propoſition in one Inſtance, and with Relation to one Point, eat 1 
then it may do the ſame in any other Inſtance, and with Rela- - © 
tion to any other Point. I ſay, this* may be the (aſe, for any ® 8 
Thing we know to the contrary; ſeeing it has not given us an;, 7 
infallizle Rule, by which we can judge, whether the Propoſitioan | 
referred to be true or falſe. And conſequently, if this were the} - | 
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with thei, . A Diſcourſe concerning Perſecution, 
natline/s of ſuch Inſtance it is not the Bible, but the Evidence ariſing from the 
rden-which "Nature of Things, which is the Rule of Truth to us. So that if 


$. Þrov'd the Bible be admitted as the Rule: of Truth, then the foremen- 
moſt ſur. WWtioned Qualification muſt be admitted as an e/ential Property of 
gotten the this Rule ; and conſequently, every Propoſition in the Fib/e, which 
ned 3 Per/e ¶ in its literal Senſe is repugnant to the Nature or to the Truth of 
erſecution, Things, ſuch Propoſition muſt not be underſtood literally. but 
his having * figuratively. © As thus, John vii. 38. He that believetb on me —— 
miſs to en-. ot of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of Irving Water. Now I ſay, if 
on which the Bible be admitted as the Rule of Truth, then this Propoſition 
nt Appre- 8 muſt be underſtood figuratively 3 becauſg the Terms of which it is 
| W& compoſed, if underitood literally, that is, if we apply to them 
Princip, thoſe Ideas which common Uſage has fixed, then the Propoſition | 
riſe from, js plainly repugnant to the Nature and the Truth of Things, Ard, 
Propoſi- Tho' the Propoſitions contained in the Bible are partly literal 
5, cannot and partly figurative, yet there are not every-where La Marks 
hriſtians, ſet up to point out to us, which is the une, and which is the 
eir Tut other. Neither has it given us any certain Rue of judging what 


ed to be is intended by thoſe Figures; neither is there conſtituted an infat 
evelatibn | dible. living Fudge to determine in Caſes of this Nature. So that 
riciples, | this is left to be diſcovered by the human Under/ianding : Man 
mult exerciſe his reaſoning. Capacity, by a careful Reflection up- 
on the Nature of Things in general, and in particular upon the 
Subject to which the Propoſition relates. And from thence he 
mult deduce, whether the Propoſition is to be underſtood literally 
or figuratively ; and if figuratively, then what is intended to be ſet 
forth by thoſe Figures. ' And this, of Courſe, lays a Foundation 
for Miftakes, ſeeing Men are liable to underſtand theſe Propo- 
fitions differently, and to make different Applications of thoſe Fig 
gares: And conſequently, tho' the Bible be admitted as the Ralg 
of Truth, yet it cannot, in the Nature of the Thing, he an a6 
folute Security againſt Error. Thus, with Relation to the for 
mentioned Propoſition, He that beliemeth on me ( ſaith Chriſt) ous 
15 of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water. I have alread 
or any obſerv'd, that the Terms of this Propoſition muſt be underſtoog 
us an,; © figuratively, becauſe if we underſtand them literally, then the Pre 

ion poſition is plainly repugnant to the Nature and the Truth 9 
Things. . So that the Queſtion here will be, what is intended tg 
be ſet forth by thoſe Figures. Now, thq' ſame Men's Opinic 
of them is as follows, He that believeth an me, that is, he who ha 
an affecting Senſe of thoſe important Truths which I have publiſhe 
to the World, out of his Belly fall fow. Rivers of living W ater 
that is, this will be in him à Princip.e of Action which will brin 
forth plentifully the Fruit of good Wo: ks: I ſay, tho* this is for 
Men's Senſe of the abovementioned Propoſition, aud tho 0 
"Ie thu 
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"think this is all that can be deduced from a careful Reflection 
upon the Nature of Things in general, and upon the Subject to 
which the Propoſition relates; yet they may miſtake, becauſe. 
there may poſhbly ſomething elſe be intended to be ſet forth by. 

| thoſe Figures. I ſhall not here enter into the Queſtion, What is 
intended by thoſe Words, He that believeth on me, out of his Bel. 

Jy all flow Rivers of living Mater; but what I obſerve is, that 
2s there is no 5nfallible Rule of Interpretation laid down in the Bi- 
ble; and as there is not a Man, or Body of Men, conſtituted to be 
an infallible Judge of the Senſe of Scripture; ſo, of Courſe, it 
muſt he the Work of the human Underſtanding to do it. And this 
opens a wide Door to Error. And as no Man, or Body of Men, are 
conſtituted an infallible Judge of the Senſe of the Bible to or for 

any other Man; ſo, in the Naure of the Thing, one Man is not 

anrſwerable to another Man, or Body of Men, for his Senſe of Scrip- 
ture in this or in any other Point; ſeeing no Man can be obliged to 
mit his Fudgment to another in any Caſe, where that other has 
mo Authority over him. But no Man, or Body of Men, can have 
an Authority over the Judgments of other Men, except he, or 
hey be conſtituted an infallible Fudge, to give an abyalute and cer- 
gain Determination in the Caſe referred to; which no Man, or 
Body of Men, can prove themſelves to be. And, therefore, if ano- 
ther Man ſhould give a differext Senſe of the aforeſaid Text to 
hat I may put upon it, it would be anmanly and cruel for me to 
liſreſpect him, and treat him ill upon that Account: And it would: 
de alike cruel and inhuman in him, or in any other Man, or Body 
bf Men, to diſreſpect or treat me id for the like Reaſon, And, 

Tho' the Church of Rome pretends to be infallible, and under 

he Shelter of that Pretence ſets up her Senſe of the Scripture, 

Is the Standard for all Men to govern their Judgments by, and 

quires them to receive her Senſe as the true Senſe ; yet, alas! 

he is not able to produce the Shadow of a Proc for what ſhe thus 
fumes ; and therefore ſhe muſt ſtand condemned, in the Judgment 

f God, and of every judicious Man. 'Tho' it muſt be granted, 

hat ſhe is much more excuſab/- than that Man, or Body of Men, 

tho make no Pretence to [nfallibility in the preſent Caſe, and 
et ſet up their Senſe of the Bible as the Standard for other Mens 

udgments to be framed by, and afii# and grieve them, if they 
fuſe Subjection to it; which Procedure, . is moſt exceed 
bs monſtrous and vile. And, as Men are /jable to err, in the 
reſent Caſe, ſo if one Man, or Body of Men, ſets up his or 
deir Opinion of Things, as the Standard for other Mens Judg- 
ents to be formed by, this is making not the Bible, but his 

their Opinion of Things the Rule of Truth : Seeing ſuch a 

n, or Body of Men, is not conſtituted an i»fa/liblc * 
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1 ſo is not qualified to give an abſolute and certain Determi- 
tion in the Caſe before us. This is what the Church of Rome 
e well aware of; and therefore they not only inſiſt pon the 


ſolute Neceſſity of an infallible Judge to determine in Matters 
Faith, and to guard and ſecure Men from Error, but they 
cewiſe inſiſt, that that infallible Fudge is with them. And, as 
e Papiſis inſiſt upon the abſolute Neceſſity of an infallible liv- 
g Judge to determine in Matters of Faith, and thereby ta 
ard and ſecure Men from Error; ſo they ground that Neceſ- 
Wy upon this Propoſition, wiz. That all Errors, in Matters f 
=, are damnable. This is the Foundation or Ground-Wor 
on which that prodigious Fabrick, viz. Popery, reſts. Make 
id this Foundation, and the Szreng/h of Popery, in Point of 
gument is loſt and gone. And as Popery, ſo Perſecution is 
unded upon the ſame Principle; for tho“ every Perſecutor does 
dt inſiſt, that all Errors, in Point of Faith, are damnable, yet 
nerally they inſiſt, that he Errors are fo, which they perſe- 
te for; which comes to the ſame Thing, becauſe it is the 
amnableneſ; of Error which is the Ground of Perſecution in ei- 
r Caſe. So that if the forementioned Propoſition, viz. that 
rors; in Point of Faith, are damnable, can be ſhewed to be 
Wh o:cous, then Popery and Perſecution, in Point of Argument, 
fall together. But building upon the forementioned Foun- 
tion is like building upon the Sand, which when juſt Reaſoning 
d ſolid Argument is brought againſt it, then the Foundation is 
ſhed away, and the ſtately Structure, which reſts upon it, falls 
the Ground. For, as the Bible, when admitted as the Rule 
Truth, is not an abſolute Security againſt Error, as I have 
wn above; ſo all Errors, of what Kind ſoever, which ſpring 
m it, cannot, in the Nature of the Thing, lay a ju/? Foun- 
ien for divine Diſpleaſure, becauſe they are the Product of 
miſiaken Judgment only, and not of a vicious Mind. If the 
ſe were otherwiſe, and Mens Miſtakes were their Crime 
jo' this, indeed, is an impoſſible Suppoſition, becauſe Er- 
cannot. poſſibly have the Nature of a Crime in it) or if 
d would confider it as criminal ( tho' this, again, is makin 
ther impoſſible Suppoſition, becauſe it is morally impoſſible for 
d to be guilty of ſo much V ecaſtneſi and Frjuftice ) I fay, if 
Caſe were ſo, then there would be that abſolute Neceſſity of 
infallible living Judge, as the Church of Rome contends for, 
puard and ſecure Men from Error, becauſe without ſuch a 
ge Men would be perpetually running the atmoſt Hazard : 
o' this, indeed, would not prove the Biſhop of Rome to be 
t Judge, or that Infallibility is any where lodged in the Church 
Lernt. 


; 


Seeing 


-- 
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Oy eſen 

Seeing then that Error is the Effect of Judgment, and not of — 
Choice, and therefore cannot poſſibly have in it the Nature of Credi 
a Crime; conſequently, Error, let it relate to what Point ſoe- being 
ver, cannot poſſibly render Men the ſuitable and proper Objed, ven i 
of Divine Diſpleaſure. And as Error is not criminal in itſelf, to det 
ſo much leſs will God confider and treat Men 4. Criminals up. WF Aflen 
on the Account of it; ſeeing God is a righteous Fudge, and there able t 
fore he will not eſteem or treat any Man as a Criminal, ex- and ſ- 
cept he be really ſo. And as this is the Truth of the Caſe, ſo in the 


it is ſuch an Anſwer to the Papiſts and Perſecutors, as they i 
cannot poſſibly get over; becauſe it is made up of fe-eviden 
Propoſitions ; and conſequently the above Propoſition C wiz. that 
all, or that any Errors in Matters of Faith are damnable, and 


which is the Ground-work of Popery and Perſecution ) is to be niſhin 
denied abſolutely, it being plainly repugnant to the Nature of of the 
Things, and therefore is ab/ſotutely falſe. To diſtinguiſh here be- If 


twixt Points fundamental, and not fundamental, or in other Words, 
Points of greater or leſs Importance to Mankind; and to inſiſt, that 
"want of Faith, with Regard to the Forn:er, will be judged crimi- 
nal by Almighty God: This is to caſt a molt ſhameful Imputatior 
upon the God of Truth and Goodnejs ; ſeeing that the only propr 


Ground of Aſſent or Diſſent, in any Caſe, is not the greater or le is a 

| Importance of the Subject to which the Propoſition relates, but only WW the Z 

| the Strength or Weakneſs of that Evidence upon Mich the Truth them 
"4 or Falſeneſs of the Propoſition depends. And ſince Error does not their 


change its Nature by the greater or leſs Importance of the Sub- Diſp! 
jet, but continues the ſame in every Subject, of what Importance this | 
ſoever it be; conſequently, Diſſent muſt be equally criminal ot pent, 
innocent, whether the Subject be of great, or of no Importance parde 
to us at all. | ther 

If it ſhould be urged, that Error, in Points of Paith, does not on ii 
become criminal by any Natural Vilen in Error itſelf, but pleaſi 


only in the preſent « aſe it becomes ſo, as it caſts Contempt upon of t! 
Almighty God, by being a Diſſent to a Propoſition which he ha by t 
revealed: I anſwer, that no Man ever yet refuſed Aﬀent to: the 1 
Propoſition fou1ded upon a divine Teſtimony, when 4zowwn to be belie- 
ſuch. And if Aſſent is at any Time withheld from ſuch a Pri. by © 
poſition, either for aun of Convidien that it is founded upon: This 
divine Teſtimony, or that the Senſe of the Propoſition to whici bund 
Aﬀent is demanded is the true Senſe ; in either of theſe Caſc; alſo 

it is ſo far from caſtiog Contempt upon Almighty God, that, d Hou 
the contrary; it is no more than withholding Aſſent in a Caſe, i the 
which, in the Nature of the Thing, it eught not to be given. |1 conſe 
ſuch a Ciſe God's Feraciiy is not in the leaſt impeached, and cc cept 


ſequently no Injury is offered to his moral Character; becauſe 4 
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preſent. Queſtion is not, whether the Teſtimony of God be a 


proper Ground of Credit, and ſo whether all Propoſitions whoſe 
Credibility reſts upon it be the proper Obje#s of Aſſent, that 
being granted on all Sides; but whether Aſſent ought to be gi- 
ven in a Caſe, where there does not appear ſufficient Evidence 
to determine the Judgment on that Side of the Queſtion to which 
Aſſent is demanded ; neither are thoſe who demand that Aﬀent, 
able to produce the Shadow of a Proof, that they are infallible, 
and ſo are qualified to g ve an abſolute and certain Determination 
in the Caſe referred to. I ſay, the Queſtion is, whether, in ſuch 


E « Ca/e, Aﬀent ought to be given ; and I think it is evident, from 


the Nature of the Thing, that it ought not : And if ſo, then, 
ſurely, it is a manifeſt Contempt, and an [yury offered to God's 
Moral Character, to. repreſent him as requiring Aſſent, and pu- 
niſhing Men for withholding it, in a Caſe where, in the Nature 
of the Thing, it ozght not to be given. | 
If it ſhould be ſaid, that Faith has the Promiſe of Salvation 
annex'd to it in the Goſpel, and that Infidelity is declared dam- 
able: To this I anſwer, that Faith, or the Want of it, is not 
to be underſtood in a philoephical, but in a moral Senſe ; that is, 
Men will not be ſaved or damned for their giving or withholdin 
their Aſſent to this Propoſition, viz. that the Goſpel of Chril 
is a divine Revelation; but they will be ſaved or damned, as 
the End and Purpoſe of that Goſpel is or is not anſwered upon 
them. It is the ſame as if our Lord had faid, tho' Men by 
their Sin and Wickedneſs, have expoſed themſelves to the juſt 
Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, yet he now, by my Miniſtry, makes 
this kind and . gracious Offer to them, viz. that if they will re- 
pent, and bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, then he will 
pardon. their Sins, and receive them to Favour ; but, on the o- 
ther Side, if they will, notwithſtanding this kind Offer, till go 
on in their Wickedneſs, then God will execute his higheſt Di{- 
Pleaſure upon them. He that believeth, that is, he who accepts 
of this gracious Offer, and anſwers the End and Purpoſe of it, 
by turning from the Evil of his Ways, and by bringing forth 
the Fruits of Newneſs of Life, he Hall be ſaved: But he that 
believeth not, that is, he who unworthily rejects this kind Ofer 
by an obſtinate Continuance in his Folly, he Hall he damne 
This, I ſay, is the Senſe of the aforeſaid Declaration, as is a- 
bundantly evident, not only from the Nature of the Subject, but 
alſo from the Tenour of the New Teflament, If I was in a 
Houſe with a Company of Mev, and was abſolutely certain that 
the Houſe would fall to the Ground in an Hour's Time, and 


. conſequently that every Soul preſent would inevitably periſh, ex- 


cept they fled out of it, beſore that Fall; and if J gave them 
vx | timely 
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timely Warning of their Danger; in this Cafe, it would no: . 
their Faith or their Jfidelity, with Regard to this Warning, WW). best. 
their going out, or heir continuing in this Houſe, which wal in lik 
be the Cauſe of their Safety or Deſtruion. So in like Mam tes it 
Man, by his Sin and Wickedneſs, has expoſed himſelf to Gd atually | 
a arg and Chriſt is ſent to apprize him of his Danger, 
to him the only and the certain Way of eſcaping from a Inj 
'wiz. by Repentance and Reformation of his evil Ways: Now. © F 
he ſo far hearkens to this Meſſage as to repent and amend, pulling } 
will be ſaved, whether he is fatisfy'd of the Divinity of ef 
Meſſage, or not; but, if he goes on in his Wickedneſs, he wit 
be damned, tho he believes its Divinity ever fo ſtrongly. So, ti 
in this Caſe, it is not Men's I»fdelity, ſtrictly ſpeaking, but thü e Rec 
obſtinate Continuance in their Sins, which is the Ground ail 
Cauſe of their Damnation, Beſides, if the forementioned Te 2 
were to be underſtood in a Philoſophical Senſe, then the Propoſ * "1 
tion, to which they relate, would be plainly repugnant to ti 


Nature of Things ; becauſe it is morally impoſſible for God to bi". © 
pleaſed or diſpleaſed with any Agent, for barely giving or w.ith NA 


Bolding his Aſſent to this or any other Propoſition; this Aſſen * 
being the Effect of Judgment, and not of Choice ( as I obſervei 
above ) Man being fo far paſſive in the preſent Caſe, as that 
if he attends to the Subject, he cannot think and judge other 
wiſe of it than he does. And, n 4 
As Error cannot, in the Nature of the Thing, lay a juſt Foun 
dation for divine Reſentment, ſo much lefs ought it to be the Oc en 
caſion of Diſpleaſure to Men with Regard to one another; ſee 2 
ing it is what all Men are involved in, or at leaſt they cannot be e 
certain of the contrary. For tho' no Man thinks himſelf in an 
Error in any Point, yet if he has a Grain of Modeſty in him, ,; 
he will admit that this may poſſibly be his Caſe in one Inſtance 4 © 
or other, tho' he ſees it not. And therefore for Men to be au- 
gry with, and to grieveand afii# one another for their different , 
Opinions, in any Caſe whatever, is moſt unreaſonable and cruel, 
and is plainly repugnant to that common golden Rule, of ding 
to all others as we would they ſhould do unto us. If Error did draw 
forth divine Diſpliaſure, and Men would be plunged into endleſs 7 
Miſery in another World for its Sake, then, indeed, there would 
be ſome Shew of Reaſon for Perſecution, and for taking away 
Mens Lives upon the Account of it; as the leſs Evil of a few is 
preferable to the much greater Evil of many others: For tho' Pu- 
niſhment is not a proper Means of (onviction, yet it may be urgx- 
ed, that, in this Caſe, it is neceſſary to guard and ſecure the Com- 
mon Good. The Robber is executed, not to work a Conviction in 
him that Robbery is an Error or a Crime, but becauſe by _ 6 
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buld not T7 A Diſcanſe concerning Perſecution. 2 
arning, he is become injurious to the preſent common Happineſs. 


hich wo "8 in like Manner, if Error were damnable, then he that pro- 
e Mam gates it muſt be allowed to be ( tho? not intentionally, yet e- 
f to G tually) a'common Enemy to the future Happineſs of Mankind. 
anger, d tho' taking away ſuch a Man's Life would be to him a 
g from Mat Injury, yet it may be urged, that it would be neceſſary 
s: Nou the common Safety; juſt as when a Fire breaks forth, the 
amend, ling down one Man's Houſe is neceſſary to fave the burn- 
rity of t of the Town. But then it muſt be remembred, that if this 
che Caſe, there would be, as I obſerved above, an ab/o/ute 


80, al hof an in/allib/: Judge, whom every Man could have 
but the Recourſe to, and receive from him an abſolute and certain 
round all termination of the Caſe in every diſputable Point whatever: 


or du | : — 
lis Affen Hates for, and that there is with her an infallible living Judge 
obſerve guard and ſecure Men from thoſe Errors; and that when this 
as that comes ineffectual, and Error takes Place, then ſhe perſecutes, 


erely out of Neceſſity, thereby to prevent the Propagation of 


* other Wis Evil, and as a proper Expedient to prevent the future end- 
ft Foun Miſery of Mankind. So that, as I ſaid before, if Error were 
the Oc! nnable, then there would be ſome She of Reaſon for religious 
er; ſee rſecution: Bur if it were admitted, that Perſecution will fol- 
mnot be , as a juſt Conſequence from the aforeſaid Principle, wiz. 
f in an It Error is damnable, yet it is by no Means to be JH: 


cauſe, 


in him Wo T F 
Inſtance Firſt, He that perſecutes is not conſtituted an infallib/: Judge, 
be an- d ſo is not qualified to give an abſolute and certain Deter- 


% 


nation in any diſputable Point of Faith; and therefore Perſe- 


eren: = . 0 

U ©rue} tion muſt be wrong, let it come from what Quarter ſoever. It 
f doing IF true, the Church of Rome, in Order to juſtify herſelf in this 
draw e, pretends to be infallible ; but this is only pretended, and 


proved; therefore ſhe is not ju/tified by this Pretence ; but, 
would the contrary, all her Perſecutions may be juſtly charged upon 
away as Crimes, Again, | 

- {2 Sccondly, Perſecution is not juſtifiable, becauſe the foremention- 
Principle is Talſe upon which it is founded. For as nothing can 
= juſtly eſteemed criminal, but a wilful chuſing to do Evil, 


Ge. 9 hen it is in our Power to chuſe and do the contrary, or a wil- 
n in chuſing to omit doing that Good which is in our own Power 
Rob. do: And as Error is only a Defect in the Underſtanding, and 
der ß which the Will is not concerned; ſo conſequently, Error, in 


* any 
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ſuch Viciouſneſs ſhould in any Inſtance, be the Ground and Ca 
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any Point whatever, cannot lay a juſt Foundation for Divir 
Diſpleaſure ; and, if fo, then it cannot be a Juſt Ground f 
Per pg 1 
f it ſhould be ſaid, that tho' Error, f as an Act o 4 
the Underſtanding, be not criminal ; yet when Men's Underffi 
itandings are -:5//ed by their vicious Inclinations, then the Ei 
rors, which they fall into, become criminal, becauſe, if the 
had not indulged their vicious Inclinations, their Underſtanding 
would not have been miſled, and conſequently they would nf 
have fallen into ſuch Errors. I anſwer, whatever Wiese 
there is in Men, that muſt, in the Nature of che Thing, b 
criminal in itſelf, and diſpleaſing to Almighty God; and 4 


x 
4 
of Error, ſuch Error would not hereby become criminal; be 1 
cauſe the Fault, in this Caſe, does not lie in Man's Error! A 
which is the Effect, but only in his indulging his vicious Inf 
clinations, which was the Ground and Cauſe of that Error; an 
becauſe a Man's Vicet will render him equally criminal, and 
diſpleaſing to Almighty God, whether thoſe Vices are introduc 
tive to any Error, or not. The Caſe is the ſame, whether Er 
ror be the Produce of Sloth, Bigottry, or the like; in which 
Caſes, a Man's Miſtakes are not his Crimes, becauſe, whatever 
Criminalneſs he may be chargeable with, it ariſes from his re. 
Fuſing or neglecting to make uſe of the Means which he might and 
could have made uſe of, to bring him to the Knowledge off 
the Truth. I ſay, whatever in ſuch a Caſe is criminal in 1 
Man, it muſt, in the Nature of the Thing, con/f in, and be 
confined to that wherein his Will is concerned, that is, wherein 
he chuſes to do what he might and onght to have avoided, oi, 
chuſes to avoid what he might and ought to have done. Er. 
ror, or a wrong Judgment, being ſtrictiy and properly bY 
Act of the Underitanding, and in which the Will is not con- 
cerned (it being impoſſible, in the Nature of the Thing, for a 
Marto' chuſe to err) it cannot poſſibly have in it the Nature 
of a Crime ; and therefore, how fau/ty ſoever Men be that are 


in Error, when they negle&t or refuſe to make uſe of the "A 


Means proper for their Conviction, their Errors cannot be /. 


ariſe from ſomething wherein their Willi are concerned, as Job- b 
{erved above. 5 


= WY 


—.__ *» 


"0 
* By Ticiouſneſs being the Ground and Cauſe of 7 rror, IL mean, when a Man's 8 


vicious Inclinations biaſs his Judgment (the“ he difeerns it not) and diſ- 
x o''s him to lean to one Side of the Qucition rather than to the other. 
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ly charged upon them as their Crimes, but their Faultineſs mull | | 
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Tf it ould be farther urged, that Men are not perfecuted for 
ir Errors, conſidered as Errors, but for their Ob/tinacy and 
ver ſeneſi which led them into thoſe Errors, and which is 
> Cauſe of their perſiſting in them: I agſwer, admitting that 
h Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs may be juſtly chargeable upon 
N re Men, yet it cannot be a t Ground for Perſecution ; be- 
5 if the uſe, Firft, no Man can be a Judge who is juſtly chargeable 
eng Ich ſuch Obſtinacy, and who not. The Springs of Action are 
2 no far a Secret lock'd up in every Man's own Breaſt, that one 
nc an cannot be an ab/olute and infallible Judge, what are the 
ing, brings and Cauſe of Action to any other Man; and therefore, 
3 and one Man charges Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs upon another 
and Cay I an, as the Ground and Cauſe of Error in him; in ſuch. a 
inal ; bei aſe, he takes upon him to determine a Point, which he can- 
s Error 4 ot poſſibly be a Judge of. The Caſe is the ſame, if we con- 
cious In aer vicious [:chinations as the Ground and Cauſe of Error; for 
ror 3 ange this may poſſibly be the Caſe, in ſome Inſtances, yet it is 
ed, ang hat no Man, or Body of Men, can be a Judge of, to or for 
roc ny other Man; and therefore no Man, or Body of Men, can 
ther Er ave a Right to judge of the Ground and Cauſe of Error, ex- 
n which rt he, or they, be conſlituted an infa/lible Judge, to give an 
whatever bſolate and certain Determination of the Cafe ; which no Man, 
his - or Body of Men, can prove themſelves to be. Again, Secondly, 
Set and rror, in the Caſes here referred to, cannot be à , Ground 
edge 4 for Perſecution, becauſe, tho' it might be a Mzsfortune to the 


s Under 
n the Ex 


* 


1 of WWerroneous Perſon himſelf, yet it is no Way injurious to the pre- 
e 5 


cent or future Happineſ of Mankind. If a Man ſhould be in an 
Error, and if his Error ſhould ſpring either from his Ob/tinacy 
or his vicious Iuclinations, the Cale would be juſt the ſame to the 
reſt of Mankind, as if it had ſprung from the moſt careful Ex- 
Juiry poſſible ; ſo that their Happineſs and Well-being, as to this 
World and the next, would not be affected by it: And therefore 


3 a A to afli# and puniſh a Man for erring, as aforeſaid, would be to 

h ature 8 do what we have no Authority for, and therefore would be un- 

f +0 juſtifiable. The Caſe is the ſame, whether Error relates to this 
Ee 


or that Point of Faith, or to the Rule of Faith itſelf ; that is, 


De . Jas Chriltians cannot be juſtified in treating one another ill, for 
1 their different Opinions, with Reſpect to the Cyriſtian Religion; 
0 


w4dſo neither can Chriſtians or Infidels be juſtified in perſecuting one 
another, for their different Apprehenſions, with Regard to the 
Divinity of the Chriſtian Revelation. For as Chriſtians cannot, 
in the Nature of the Thing, have a Rigi of Dominion over Un- 


on believers, ſo as to demand their Aſſent to this Propoſition, vix. 
_ f that the Goſpel of Chriſt is a Divine Revelation; nor to puniſs 


them for avithbo/ding their A 1 when the Evidence propoſed 
D 2 e 


mh 
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1s equally anrcaſonable, and cruel, and therefore is unju/tifiable ol 


Laws as are proper to ſecure Men's Perſons, Properties, and Re 


* Caſe. When Men perform ſuch Actions as are injuriou 
to the Commonwealth, it is the Buſineſs of Governors to corre! *® 


\ Caſe, where there is no Fault or Injury done, and conſequently to . 
ius where there is no juſt Ground for it ; But if a Man of this 


doing, he would be the Object of publick Reſentment and Correction; 


A. Diſcourſe concerning Perſecution, = 
is not ſufficient to work their Conviction; ſo, on the othMicauſe -1 
Side, the Unbelievers cannot, in the Nature of the Thing, hah Bafin 
a Right of Dominion over Bel evers, ſo as to prohibit their Aſſen ſe it 
when the Evidence produced, for the Divinity of the Chriſtia der hi 
Revelation, is ſufficient for their Conviction. So that Perſecutic 4 prev 
e or 
either Side. | an ou 

If it ſhould be farther urged, that tho' Error is not criminal 


in itſelf, yet it may be attended with ſuch Con/equences as ar ; 1 
injurious to Mankind, that is, Men's Errors may lead them int ion, 
TJuch Practices as are hurtful to their Neighbours, and there der e 
fore ſuch Errors ought to be reſtrained. I anfwer, that as th rform 
End of Government is to guard and ſecure the common Good Hurt 
ſo it muſt be the By/fineſs and Duty of Governors to prever om a 


nes and to execute thoſe Laws by' puniſhing Tranſgreſor:l 


and reſtrain them, whether thoſe Actions are the Effect of Erro, ht oth 
or whether they ſpring from any other Cauſe : But then the , as 
Ground and Reaſon of ſuch Correction is evidently this, wiz. the pf oth 
| Hurtfulneſs of the 4A&ions t hemſelves, and not the Right or the ure. 
Mrong judgment of the Performer, which may be the Ground iges 


or Reaſon of them. A Man's wrong Judgment, in any Point, 
cannot Hurt or injure his Neighbours ttill it be reduced to Prac- 
tice ; and, therefore, *till it be reduced to Practice, it cannot, Pee! 
in the Nature of the Thing, be the proper Object of Reſent. Verne 
ment; and conſequently it cannot render the Man the proper, 
Obje# of Correction. Suppoſe a Man ſhould be of Opinion that 
there is no ſuch Thing as Property, and conſequently that he has 
as good a Title to poſſeſs and enjoy what his Neighbour is legal- 
ly - poſſeſſed of as the Poſſeſſor. This Opinion is as dangerous, 
with Regard to its Conſequences, as any; and yet, whilſt it con- . 
tinues barely an Opinion, or an Act of the Man's Judgment on- 
ly, it is not vjurious or hurtful to any; and therefore to pu 10 
#i/þ à Man, for being of ſuch an Opinion, would be to puniſh in a 


rinciple ſhould take the Liberty to break in upon his Neigh- 
bour's Property, and ſhould erroneou/ly think himſelf innocent in ſo 
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A Diſcourſe concerning Perſecution. 15 
the othe aufe he breaks in upon the publick Tranguility, which it is 
ing, halle Bu/ines of Government to guard and ſecure. And in this 
ir AſſernW@&f it is not a Man's Error, but his izjurious Afions, which 


Chriſtia ider him <vorthy of Puniſhment, ſuch - Actions being always to 
*erſecuticf prevented and guarded againſt, let them ſpring from what Mo- 
Pifiable te or Principle ſoever. And therefore, as on the one Side a 


Jan ought not to be puniſved for his Opinion, tho* erroneous, 
&cauſe his Errors in Judgment are not injurious nor hurtful to 


t crimina 17 
Zany ; fo, on the other Side, if his Error ſhould lead him to 


"es as ary 


them int Pon, which are hurtful to his Neighbours, he ought to come 
nd there der a pubiick Reſtraint; not becauſe he errs, but becauſe he 
at as th rforms ſuch Actions as are Hurtful to others, and are equally 
on Goo +b4r://, when they ſpring from Error, as when they ſpring 


w om any other Cauſe, And, 


ch is the % think another Man to be a e, or a Knave, or that the 
injuriou; reſent Government is 7//egal, and that it ought to be taken out 
to corre the Hands in which it is lodged, and to be put into the Hans 


of Erro, others: In either of theſe Caſes, the Publication of Error is hurt- 
then the ¼ as it is a breaking in upon the perſonal Character and Property 
viz. the pf others, which it is the Buſineſs of Government to guard and ſe- 


ture. And tho', in the latter Caſe, the Government is not un- 


Ground" Pinged by ſuch Publications, yet every ſuch Action is a Step to- 
y Point, Pvards it, and therefore it ought, to be reſtrained : It being as 
to Prac. it that Governors ſhould guard and ſecure their own Rights and 


cannot, Peſſſions, as the Rights and Poſſeſſions of thoſe they are Go- 
Reſent. vernors to. But, tho' the Publication of Error is to be reſtrained, 
e proper prhen ſuch Publication relates to the perſonal Character or Pro- 
ton that perty of others, and is itſelf injurious and hurtful ; yet it will, 
t he has by no means, follow, that it is the Buſineſs and Duty of Go- 
is legal. vernors to reſtrain the Publication of all Errors whatever. On 
2gerous, the contrary, it is the Buſineſs and Duty of Governors to 
it con- guard and defend Men from Injury in the Publication of their Er- 
nent on- vors, except the Publication itſelf be 7»7urious and hurtful, as a- 


to u. foreſaid; for as Man is a dependent Creature, deſigned for So- 
ſh in a ciety ; and as the Buſineſs of Society is principally carried on by 


ently to Men's conveying their {eas one to another, ſo it is the Buſineſs 
of this and Duty of Governors to guard and protect Men in fo doing, 
Neigh- Prhilſt that Conveyance is not injurious nor hurtful to the reſt of 
nt in ſlo Mankind. Every erroneous Perſon thinks he judges rightly, and 


redion ; that they are in the wrong who are contrary-minded to him; 
becauſe and 
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ſent from them, and who pay their Reſpe&t to God in a Way 


to Society, and by guarding the Perſons, the Reputations, and 3 


who in a fingle Capacity, is not qualified to procure the Comforts, 


16 A Diſcourſe concerning Perſecution. = . 
and as he is naturally diſpoſed to publiſh his Opinions, and r gue” 
thereby to bring, others to the Knowledge of what he appre.- > Rea) 
hends to be Truth; ſo herein he ought, in Reaſon to be guard- iet, 
ed and protected from Harm, when the Publication of his Opi- aer a 
nions is no way iejurious to the perſonal Character or Property 1 | 
of any. Again, ö ; 1 ght t 
If it ſhould be farther urged, that tho“ rue Religion, or that Me I 
Duty which Men owe to their Creator, and to their Ze/low-Crea- Meir 11 
tures, ariſes from the Relation they ſtand in to God, and to each d lik 
other ; and therefore muſt be perpetually and invariably the {ame} A take 
in all Ages and Places; yet the Zxternals of Religion, or the Ha 
Forms or Modes of Worſhip, by which Men pay their Acknow- A *2 
ledgments to God, are of an indifferent Nature, and therefore an tl 
may be varied as the Circumſtances of Things ſhall require: em, 
And as Governors are the Guardians of human Happineſs, ſo they . Pre of 
ought to appoint Forms of Worſhip, and to puniſb thoſe who di/- "BY EPs 
different from what the Government has appointed, becauſe ſuch 8 
Diſſent introduces Diſorder, and is i7jurious to Society. 4 '; 
I anſwer, That as Government was deſigned for the Good of "hh ole | 
Mankind, by obliging each Individual to pay that Debt which rr 4 
(according to his Condition and Circumftance in Life) he owes 


the Properties of Men from being injured by each other; 1o hich 
Governors ought to uſe all proper Means for the attaining thoſe r. 
valuable Ends. And as the appointing publick Forms of Wor- 
ſhip, for Men to pay their Acknowledgments to God by, and 
Perſons to miniſter therein, and to be conſtant Monitors to ftir 7 


reſted therein, ſo, in the Nature of the Thing, he is not a- 
fFwerable to Society for the Performance of that Duty, or the 
Neglect of it. If he worſhips God publickly, no Man is a 
Gainer; and, if he neglects it, no man is a Loſer thereby. If 
he worſhips God 258, Way, or that Way, whilſt no Man is in- 3 
Jared in his ſo doing, he cannot, in the Nature of the Thing, be 
the proper Obje# of publick Reſentment or Correction. | 

The Ground and Foundation of Society, and conſequently of : 
Government, I take to be this: Man is a dependent Creature, ert 
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ns, and r guard againſt the Evils bf Life; ſo that he is not only from 
e appre ile Reaſon of the Thing, and from his ſocial Ahectiont, led into 
de guard - S iety, but alſo from his natural indigent Condition in Life, is 
his Opi- der a Kind of Neceſſity to fall into it, or of conſtituting a 
Property 1 


liel Intereft ; by which Means every Individual is, or at leaſt 
Wo ht to be obliged to perform his Part towards the Support of 
or that fe hole, and conſequently of each Individual, which they, in 
Crea- Meir ſingle Capacity, were not capable of doing for themſelves. 
d to each Ind likewiſe by this Means all proper Meaſures are, or ought to 
the ſame taken to guard and ſecure each Individual from that rjury 
„or the d Harm, which they in their ſingle Capacity, are not quali- 
Acknow- do ſecure themſelves jrom. And as Governors are no other 
therefore Wan the Miniſters and Repreſentatives of Society, who act for 
require: em, and in their Place and Stead, ſo they cannot, in the Na- 
ſo they re of the Thing, have any juſt Demand upon an Individual, 
who 4% cept in thoſe Caſes in which it is for the publick Good : nei- 
a Way er can they jultly lay a Refraint upon an Individual, but in 
uſe ſuch oſe Caſes in which the Pab/ick is injured ; and conſequently 
ey can have no Right, as Governors, to demand the Uſe of 
Good of ff hoſe Modes of worſhip which they provide, nor to puni/b Men 
t which Per diſſenting from them, becauſe the Publick is not benefited by 
he owes We former, nor injured by the latter. And, 
1, "and Whereas it is urged, that Diſent from the Forms of Worſhip, 
er; fo i hich the Government has appointed, introduces Diſorder, and 
g thoſe SS injurious to Society: It muſt be granted, that there has been 
F Wor- Difference of Opinions, with Reſpect to the Forms of Worſhip 
V, and mong Chrittians ; Men have likewiſe Di/ented from thoſe Forms 
to ſtir hich the Government has appointed; much Dijorder has fol- 


publick owed, and much jury has been done to Society hereby. But 
ſhould hen it is to be remembred, that ſuch Diſorder, &c. did not 
ortunity ring from a Liberty of Diſſent, but from a Reftraint of 
he Ge- What Liberty. If Men were left perfectly at Liberty to worſhip 
1 as the Pod in the Way which every Man judged beſt, no Diſorder or 
at Re- ug to Society could poſſibly attend it, provided there was 
iy inte- Nothing in the 42 of Worſhip injurious to others. If every 
not an- particular Family had a particular Mode of Worſhip, no one 
pould be a Sz Ferrer hereby, and conſequently no Injury is done 


o Society. But, if Governors reſtrain . that Liberty, by puni/Sing 
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of Chriſtians, then they will be ſo to every other Sect. And 4 3 be 1 
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every Opportunity of adding to their Burden. It would be end . cant 
leſs to enumerate all the Evi which attend the Refraint os bwin 
Liberty in this Caſe. Add to this, that the Diſorders and In party 
Juries done to Society, here referred to, did not, ſtrictly ſpeak . and 
ing, ſpring from Men's different religious Opinions, or Mode er batt 
of Worſhip, but from that worldly Wealth, and Authority ta ecbyter 
direct the Underſtandings and Conſciences of Men, which have che! 
been tacked to them, and which the Leaders of each Party have 
been too apt to w/ſume to themſelves. If no worldly Advantag: % 

or Diſadvantage had attended Men's religious Opinions, or Modes 
of Worſhip, which in Reaſon ought not, then I imagine, the 
Diſputes about Epiſcapacy and Presbytery, about Forms and Ex 
temporary Prayer, and the like, would not have been injuriou; 
or hurtful to Mankind: But when Honours, large Pofſe/ſions, ® 


N 
* 
* 


and Authority are tacked to this or that Set of Opinions, or P . Ir 
this or that Mode of Worſhip, this has proved a powerful Temp- i par 
zation to each Party to make uſe of all Methods, how unjuſti- 3 Spa 
fiable ſoever, to gain or ſecure them; and this has introduced a Ligh 
World of Evili and Miſery upon Mankind. It is not enough to 1 * 
Lay, in this Caſe, that it were berter if all Men did worſhip Plant 


God in the ſame Way, becauſe then there would be no Place 
for Contention upon this Foot. For admitting this to be rue, 
yet it is what is not to be expected; and to attempt to procure 
it by Perſecution is to make uſe of a deſperate Remedy; indeed, a + 4 
Remedy a thouſand Times worſe than the Diſeaſe ; a Remedy ß 
which has already done ſo much Mz/chizf in the World, that one 
would think every. good Man ſhould tremble at the Thoughts of ah; 
it. But farther. 1 
If there ſhould be urged, in Favour of Perſecution, ſuch Texts MX 
as theſe, Matt. xv. 13. Every Plant wwhich my heavenly Fa- 
ther hath not planted, ſhall be rooted up. I anſwer, I ſhall not 
take upon me to inquire into the Sen/e of thoſe Words of 
Chriſt, or any other Text in which Men think that Perſecution ; 
is countenanced ; all I ſhall obſerve is this, that each religious 
Party will be ſure to interpret them in their own Favour, and 
to the Prejudice of thoſe who are contrary minded to them. And Chr 
from hence it will follow, that if thoſe Words are a proper 
Argument, and the Ground and Reaſon for Perſecution to one Sect 


this; indeed, would make good, in a literal Senſe, thoſe other 4 25 hop 
mou of Chriſt, that he came not to bring Peace on the Earth, * 

t a Sword ; becauſe this would lay a Foundation for a thorough ß -» 
Perſecution, and Chriſtendom would become a Field of Bld. The as 
Papifis, of Courſe, will conſider themſelves to be the Vineyard | 
which the Lord hath planted, and that all other Sects and Par- 
ties 
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: be * 4 > of Chriſtians are Plants which their Heavenly Father . hath 
"WS we planted, and which, therefore, are to be rooted up. The 
and I, ee will be the fame, with Reſpect to Proteſtants : The Fpi/co- 
ly 1 Party will conſider themſelves as Branches of God's plant- 
£4 Mog aud that all other Sects are, Plants which their Heavenly Fa- 
by "= er hath not planted, and therefore are to be rooted up. The 
ich P berians will likewiſe, of Courſe, conſider themſelves as 
rty 4 Manches of the Lord's planting, and that all others are Plants 
8 eich their Heavenly Father hath not planted, and therefore are 
ae Mod. be rooted up. This Language and Reaſoning will ſuit Inde- 
Ine hel dents, Anabaptiſts, Quakers, Muggletonians, and all other Sec 
and F "88d Parties of Chriſtians whatever; they are, each of them, in 
Marios, eir own Eſtimation, the Branch of God's planting, the Work 
oe ons, 4 his Hand ; whereas all others are Plants which their Hea- 
g nly Father hath not planted, and therefore are to be rooted 
* In ſhort, this is ſuch Language and Reaſoning as will ſuit 
Parties, and all Countries, as well North and South Britain, 
Spain or Portugal : Every Man may gird his Sword upon his 
ligh, and go forth in the Name and Strength of the Lord his 
8&4, and ſlay till he has laid Heap upon Heap, becauſe every 
P Plant which his Heavenly Father hath not planted, is to be plucked 
"=> Root and Branch. Thus ſtands the Caſe, if Perſecution he 
dmitted upon ſuch Reaſoning, as above. But can ſo wile a Thing 
s Perſecution, which introduces nothing but Miſery into this 
Norld, and which anſwers 20 good End, with Relation to ano- 
her: Can that, I ſay, be jaſtifed, or ſo much as countenanced 
rom the Religion of Chriſt? No, certainly. The Chriſtian Re- 
igion is excellently calculated to promote the common Tranqui- 
iy, by recommending Peace, Unanimity, Forbearance, Brotherly- 
Kindneſs, and univerſal Charity to our Practice. Yea, it recom- 
i mends eving and doing Good, and contributing all we can to 
1 each other's Happlueſs in this World, as the only ſure Vay to ob- 
tain the Happineſs of another; and therefore one would think 
it above the Skill of the moſt ſubtle Sophiſter to extract the 
* EX veadly Poiſon of Perſecution from it. And yet, how monſ?ro:s 
and unnatural ſoever this may be, it has proved true in Fact: 
"XX Chriſtians have not only Perſecuted, but they have likewiſe en- 
deavoured to 7% their Conduct herein, from the Chriſtian Re- 
XX welation ; which, were it not for the Commonneſs of it, would 
be too ſurprizing a Thing to be imagined. Upon the Whole, I 
pbope it appears that Error is not damnaulr, and that Perſecution 
is not iH οe. 
9 The Ute I would make of this Diſcourſe is to obſerve, that 
as Perſecuticn is an evi! Thing and bitter, and which can by no 
Means be ju2ifed, as I have before ſhewn 3 ſo it is high Time 
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that it were baniſhed out of the Chriſtian World. Alas! HO e Men 
many weeping Eyes and aching Hearts has it caw/efy produced Mer the 
and Row many precious Lives have been ' ſacrificed as Victim: tn Neigh 
it? Is it not, then, full Time for Chriſtians to think with them 1 tion, 
ſelves, that Perſecution is not 4 Beauty, but a Biemiſb to their it b 
Proſeſſion? and that as their Obligation to ave, and do Goo ed, c: 
to each other, ariſes from their being Men, who are, by Natur ich dif 
entered into the one great Society, or Commonwealth of Mat. in 
kind; ſo it is not their different Opinions in any Point, which ropoſi 
can poſſibly cancel or take off this Obligation? And, as Perſe. anced 
cution is exceeding vile in itſelf, ſo it does not change its Nature er to 
from the different Hands thro' which it paſſes ; it continues the 
ſame in all Countries, in all Parties, and in all Per/ons, tho' i 
is, indeed, Je/5 excuſable in ſome than in others, as being more 
inconſiſtent with ſome Men's Principles, than with other Men 2; 

And thus Perſecution is leſs excuſeable in a Projefant than in apt / . 
Papiſt, as I have ſhewn above. And tho' ſome Men are apt to e, ant 
ſee. it in a d!ferent Light, when they view it in another Party, follow 
than when they ſee it in their own, it being gilded over, and cal Is it 
led by another Name, in the latter Caſe; yet it is not really Pateve 
another, but the ſame Thing. The afficking and grieving Men, Mt Sp 
for the Sake of their religious Principles, is Nee, whether oſe 
it be in Poland or in Britain; and therefore it ought to be equal- ve, * 
ly detefied by us. The many Cruelties practiſed by the Roman ing 7 
Catholicks have often deeply affected the Proteſtant World, and made , that 
every tender Heart to bleed ; and yet Proteſtants have been too bi ut idot 
apt to cheriſb that Viper in their own Boſoms, which, when ſeen Wl 
at a Diſtance preying upon others, raiſes in them ſo much Her- 
ror and Jndignation, And, as Perſecution does not change its 
Nature, from the different Hands by which it is executed, ſo We 
neither is it leſs Perſecution, by Reaſon of the different Way, or ⁶ 
the different Degree in which it is Practiſed. The afflicting and 
grieving Men, for the Sake of their Opinions, is Perſecution, i 
in what Way, or in what Degree ſoever it takes Place. He 
that makes his Neighbour's Viering from him, in Opinion, 
the Ground and Reaſon of his contributing to his Unhappine/i, i 
is guilty of Perſecution, whether he afflicts him in this or that 
Way, or to a greater or leſs Degree. Perſecution, in its noto- 
rious Inſtances . (ſuch as the Cruelties of the nguifition, the 
Maſſacres of France and Ireland, the Burnings of Smithfield, the 
Execution at Thorn, and the like) is exceeding /oocking to hu- 
man Nature, as it makes a deep Impreſſion upon the more ten- ä 
der Part of our Compoſition, wiz. our Affections, and thereby 8 
Chills our Blood, when we reflect upon it. And as the greater 
Inſtances only deeply affet us, and ſtrike us with Horror j ſo 
oms | 


2 P . 1 8 8 | 
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4 e Men are apt to think that theſe only are vile, and come 
roduced wi ler the Name of Perſecution : Whereas every jury done to © 
iims t Neighbour, for the Sake of his religious Principles, is Per- 
h them 1 tion, and has the ſame natural Vileneſi, of what Degree ſo- 
to their it be. It ſprings from the ſame Noot, and would, if in- 
do Go, carry Men to the higheſt Severities. The fame Spirit 
Natur ich diſpoſes one Man to bring another before the Judgment- 
of Man in Order to have him fined or impriſoned, for his advancing 


t, whici@Propoſition which contradicts another Propoſition that had been 


is Perſe anced before, would, if indulged, diſpoſe him to hale the 
Nature Wer to Execution, tho poſſibly, it is what at firſt he did not. 
inues the end. If thoſe Men who are for moderate Perſecution, as ſome 
„tho' i'll it, ſhould be told that the Time would come in which they 
1g more Puld embrue their Hands in the Blood of their innocent M igh- 
er Men: Ws, they would be apt to cry .out with Haxael, Am Ta Dog, 
zan in at I ould do this great Wickedneſs ? And yet the ſame Mo- 


apt to e, and the ſame Spirit which diſpoſes them to the 4%, would, 
r Party, followed effectually, lead them on to do the greater Evil. 

and cal. Is it then not high Time for Chriftians, of all Denominations 
t really & thatever, to put on the Spirit of Chriſtianity, by putting on 
Men, t Spirit and Temper which abundantly ſhewed itſelf in him 
whether Whoſe Name they bear? The Spirit of Chriſt is a Spirit of 
e equal- ve, and Love wworketh no Ill to its Neighbour. And as our 
Roman ing animated by this Spirit is what will be an Evidence to 


d made that we are Chriſt's true Diſciples ; ſo this will be ſuch an 
en too RWtidote as will effectually expel and purge out of us the poiſon- 
en ſeen Spirit of Perſecution. Perſecution is of a growing Nature: 
h Hor- d, when once it breaks out, we cannot poſſibly judge where it 


nge its ill ſtop; and, therefore, we ought carefully to guard againſt all 
ed, ſo ¶Pproacbes to it, which will be effeQually done by ſubjecting our 
ay, or "pers and Actions to Chriſt's Law of Love. And, as we ought 
1g and paurge out every Thing that may diſpoſe us to Perſecution, ſo we 
cution, ght, from the Reaſon of the Thing, to uſe our Endeavours to 
. He ect and controul it, when or wherever it appears. Perſecution 
dinion, a deadly Evil, which every Heart and every Hand ſhould be 
pine/;, iWgaged to banih from this World. We are all, by Nature, unit- 


Yr that in the one great Society, or Commonwealth of Mankind; and 
; noto- il o' we are divided into Kingdoms, Nations, &c. which are Parts 
„ the nd Branches of that one great Society; yet our Union with one Part 
4, the Woes not deſtroy our Relation, nor take off our Obligations to 
to hu- e reſt.“ We are, by Nature, fo far made Guardians of each 
ten- rher's Happineſs, as that it becomes our Duty, when their Ne- 


ereby eſſity calls, and our Ability enables, to miniſter Aſſiſtance and 
reater uccour to them, Let then every Proteſtant, every Chriſtian, 
B ' : 
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| every Mar put forth his Endeavour to ſuppreſs and baniſh,” a 
F Common Emi}, Perſecution from this Globe. But, _ 
O happy, thrice happy Britain / ſhe ſitteth as a Queen am 4 
the Nations, and as a Princeſs among the Provinces, and kno 
no ſuch ' Sorrow, being under the Guardianſhip of a Prince 
"whoſe Reign has not been polluted and ftained with the BY 
of "Perſecution, and I truſt will not; a Prince who has hithef 
not only made Britain's Enemies to be at Peace with her, but h Sec 
kept her alſo from offering Violence to herſelf, and from thruſti Y their 
a Dagger into her own Breaſt ; which is the Caſe of Perſecutiſerſon 
Her Children, tho' difering much in their religious Sentime appin, 
(which, poſſibly, is the Caſe all the World over, where M 12 « 
have not Pad/vc4s put upon their Underfandings ) may every other i 
fit down under his own” Vine, and under his Figtree, enjoy 0 fo 
the Fruits of their own Labour, and have none to make the raciou 
afraid. In her the Sons of Violence cannot hurt; and e co. 
the Bleſhng of a good Government, the lioniſb, wolf Spin ery £ 
which is greedy of Prey, and longs to devour, is made peaceably 
lie down with the Lamb, yea, the Kid, the Fatling, and tn 
young Lion lie down together. O Britain] may ſuch Peace 100% ä 
continue within thy Walls, and Plenteouſneſs within thy Palace | 
and may thy happy Days be lengthened out to many Generation 
be thou as a City, that is at Unzity.in itſelf, whoſe Members 2 
- cemented together by the Spirit of Love. Let thy Firtue a 
Goodneſs render thee amiable in the Sight of the Nations; ai 
Jet thy Glory ſhine forth as the Sun at Noon-Day. May ti 


»- — 
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Guardian Angel long continue to be ſuch ; let him not go dovafh 
to the Grave, till he hath filled up a good old Age, and beg 
thered to his Fathers as a Shock of Corn that is full ripe. M ö 
the Princes that ſpring out of his Loins be Britain's Protector 
our lateſt Poſterity.. And, O that it may be a Diadem in the 
Crown, that they have anſwered the Purpoſes of Governmer 
by guarding and ſecuring the Happineſs of this People: A 
may every Deſign formed againſt them, or Britain's Proſperity, wt 
blafted and brought to nought : But, can there be any Man wi: 
can wiſh the Removal of /uch A Government, whilſt they hay 
pily live under the Protection of it? If any ſuch there are, 
they muſt be Monſt ers in Nature, fo I truſt their Number is be 
"ſmall. We are guarded from Enemies abroad, and kept in t 
2 Poſſeſſion of every Bleſing at home, which Government u 
eſigned to „cure to ws. And what farther can we Wiſh for 
Not, ſurely, for the Return of a Popiſb Pretender, becauſe that 
to wiſh the Returu of Popery, the Return of Miſery. Popery is 
Engin 


— 
2 


—— — 2 — 


— —— — 60 A n 


— — 
— 4X - 
= — 


5 
1. 
1 


| 
| 


a” 


King Geog? I. 


A Diſcourſe concerning Perſecution. 23 
ngine fitted to d/roy and lay waſte the Happineſs of Mankind, 
Prince D Tyranny, and Perſecution. Can then any 
the B lan, who wiſhes Britain's Glory and Happineſs, deſire the Remo- 

hithe al of that Prince, that Family from the Throne, which are our 


een amo 


and kn 


er, but h Security? And can he wiſh for the placing a Popi/o Pretender 
m thruſti their Stead ? No, that is an appareut Contradiction; every ſuch 
erſecutiPerſon being, in the Nature of the Thing, an Enemy to Britain's 
Sentime ¶appineſi. 

here M To conclude, let Perſeculion ceaſe; and be no more heard of, 


every eicher in Britain or in this World. And let Peace and Trangui- 
, enjoy! 9 flouriſh and pravail in his and in ad Lands. And then the 
ake the racious Purpoſe of our kind Creator will be fully anſwered, in 
e common Felicity of his Creatures; to which, I am perſuaded, 
&vcry good Man will ſay, Amen. 
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